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CuxkIs TIANITy the wiſdom and power 
of GOD. "SY 


I CORINTHIANS I. 23, 24. 


But we preach Chriſt crucified, unto the fews a 


ſftumbling-block, and unto the Greeks fooliſh- 


neſs; But unto them which are called, both 


Jeus and Greeks, Chriſt the power of God, 
and the wiſdom of God. a 


HE chriſtian diſpenſation opens a ſcene 

the moſt aſtoniſhing and glorious that 

ever employed the meditation of man. It ap- 
pears to have been deſignated as a theatre, on 
which to diſplay the glories of the Deity, in 

acts of unbounded grace. Like its author, 


it embraces all periods of duration. It ori- 
ginated in the council of redemption, before 


the morning ſtars ſang together. It looks for- 
ward to the cloſing ſcene, when time ſhall be 
no more. Vea, it will extend its influence to 
eternity. 

All that is great, to awaken the hopes or dread 
of mankind, is here emboſomed. Here the wiſ- 
dom and power of God, and the exceeding rich- 
es of his grace, are ſeen in triumph over all the 


ſin and ingratitude of a fallen world. And yet 


this plan of ſalvation hath been repudiated by 
multitudes in every age. We preach Christ 
| | | crucified 
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crucified, unto the Fews a flumbling-block, an 
unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs. The words lead, 

Firſt, To inquire into ſome of the grounds 
of that offence, which has been taken at the 
croſs of Chriſt. — And, 

Secondly, To vindicate it from all reafonable 
offence, in ſhewing that it affords a rich diſplay 
of the divine perfections. Unto them which are 
called, we preach Chriſt the power of God, and 
the wiſdom of Ged. VVV 

Firſt, We are to inquire into ſome of the 


- 
” 
”_ 


grounds of that offence, which hath been taken 


at the croſs of Chriſt. em, 

The coming of the Son of God into the 
world was ſpoken of in that early promiſe, The 
feed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
The fame was pointed at by all the prophets. 
The time when the Meſſiah ſhould come 
his lineage—the circumſtances of his birth, 


life, ſufferings and ſubſequent glory, were ſo 


clearly delineated by the ancient prophets, that 
one would have thought, the Jews could not 
have miſapplied them when he came ; and that 
even the nations would have vied with each other 
in paying their homage to the King of kings. 
But he came unto his own, and bis own received 
him not. : 3 | 
The Jews were offended at him ; and their 
offence was chiefly grounded upon the humili- 
ty of his appearance, which thwarted all their 
ideas of his eharacter and kingdom. That ſpi- 
rit of ambition, that luſt of domination end 
. empire, 


(7) 


| empire, which puſhed on the Greeks and Ro- 
mans to their ſplendid victories, had already 
fired their breaſts. They had no idea of a ſuf- 


fering prince; but ſuppoſed that the Meſſiah, 
when he ſhould come, would not only deliver 
them from the yoke of the Romans, but 
ſpread the dread, and triumphs of their arms 
over all ſurrounding nations. This opinion 
was, frequently . diſcovered by the apoſtles 


themſelves, and with difficulty eraſed from 


their minds. They aſked of him ſaying, Lord, 
wilt thou at this time reſtore again the kingdom 
to Iſrael ? | 


Having ſuch temporal proſpects reſting up- 


on the Meſſiah, the Jews refuſed to own the 
reputed ſon of Joſeph i in that high character. 

When they ſaw him in poverty, a man of ſor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, and finally 
bleeding on the croſs, apparently unable to fave 


himſelf, much leſs their nation, they rejected 


him with ſcorn. And neither the fulfilment 


of prophecy, the ſtupendous works he had 


wrought, nor the teſtimony of the Father, 


were ſufficient to perſuade them to own him 


for their ſaviour and king. Thus Chriſt cru- 


cified was to the Jews a ſtumbling-block. 
There were ſeveral other objections they 


brought againſt him, which we paſs unnoticed. 
Next, if we caſt an eye upon the Greeks, 


we ſhall find that different ſentiments formed 


the ground of their oppoſſtion to the goſpel. 


At 


— 


ö 
f 
| 
: 
| 


E 
At this time, the Greeks held the foremoſt 
rank amongſt the nations that cultivated the 


liberal arts. They carried their philoſophical . 


inquiries after truth to great lengths. And did 
they in the iſſue find it? We are told in the con- 
text; The world by wiſdom knew not God, The 
heads of the different ſects of the philoſophers 


maintained a plurality of gods. And if they 


allowed one to be ſupreme over the reſt, they 
{till held him to be under the control of the 
fates, which they called eternal neceſſity. They 


removed the ſuperintending care of divine pro- 


vidence from the world, and went into endleſs 
debates reſpecting the origin of the world, 

the deſtiny of the foul, &c. And thus, inſtead 
of leading their followers to the knowledge of 
the living and true God, they left them in the 
labyrinths of im netrable darkneſs. Vet they 
were ſo elevated with their ſuppoſed wiſdom, 
that nothing could pleaſe them, but deep and 
ſubtle theories in philoſophy, concerning the 


nature of the gods, the firſt principles of all 


things, the chief good, and many other intri- 
cate queſtions. And theſe muſt be ſet off with 

all the embelliſhments of eloquence and art. 
Now as the goſpel did not come to them thus 
recommended; as it contained a plain narrati- 
on of facts, nnd the preachers of it were in ge- 
neral plain and illiterate, they rejected it as fool- 
iſhnets. They alſo took great offence at the 
ſufferings and death of Chriſt ; not diſcerning 
the expediency of them, they thought it bor- 
dering 
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dering upon infatuation to proclaim a perſon to 
be a great prince and faviour, who had lately 
been crucified and ſlain without the gates of 
eruſalem; and to pretend, that pardon and 
Juſtification were to be obtained through him 
only, who had fo recently been arraigned him- 
ſelf, and condemned as a malefactor. There- 
fore they had the audacity to diſcard that as fol- 
ly, which for wifdom will ſtand the aſtoniſh- 
ment and admiration of the intellectual world 
through eternal ages. 5 

Are we not ready to felicitate ourſelves, that 
we live in an age, if which Chriſt Jeſus and his 
religion meet with a kinder reception ? With 
aſtoniſhment we behold the blind obſtinacy of 
the Jews, and the fooliſh raſhneſs of the Greeks, 
in rejecting Chriſt. And yet will not an im- 
partial view of the preſent ſtate of the chriſtian 
world evince this painful truth, that to multi- 
tudes he is {till a ſtone of ſtumbling and a rock 
of offence ? 880 ; 

What gives ſecret offence to many, is, the 
purity of his religion. They object, that it lays 
too great reſtraints upon human nature, requires 
us to mortify all our hiſts, and ſubdue all our 
corruptions, to lay afide all malice, envy, and 
evil ſpeaking, to do good to them who have 
done none to us, to meet our enemies with love, 
and their execrations with our prayers, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the 
world. But all this, inſtead of being an objec- 
tion, is a crown and glory to our holy religion; 

LE B - without 


} 
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without which it could not be proved to be 


divine. 


It might be ſubjoined, that the refined ſpe- 


culations of ſcience falſly ſo called, or of the 


wiſdom of this world, which have been ſub- 
ſtituted in the room of the plain and wholeſome 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, by ſome of its teach- 
ers, have doubtleſs been an occaſion of much 
offence. In the primitive ages, many of the 
fathers vainly attempted to introduce the ſyſtems 
of the Greek and oriental phyloſophy into chriſ- 
tianity, which not only deluged the church in 
wars and blood, but was a fruitful ſource of in- 
fidelity. And may not the ſcepticiſm, the 


malignant jealouſies and controverſies, that diſ- 


turb the peace of the church at the preſent day, 
be traced to nearly the ſame ſource ? 

We proceed, 

Secondly; To vindicate the goſpel from all 
reaſonable offence, in ſhewing that it affords a 
rich diſplay of the divine perfections. Unto 
them which are called, we preach Chriſt the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of God. 

To obviate the objections of the Jews, it 
is ſufficient to obſerve, that their proſpects of 


_ worldly greatneſs and glory from Chriſt were 


intirely without foundation, and ſtood in direct 
oppoſition to the teſtimony of all the prophets. 
As to the cavils of the Greeks, they aroſe 
chiefly from a partial view of the goſpel plan. 
Conſidering it as connected mainly with the 


preſent life, they did not comprehend it's ſcope. 


Had 


13 } 


Had they contemplated it in it's relation to fu- 
turity, as bringing life and immortality to 
light, no doubt they would have bowed be- 

fore it, as a work worthy the wiſdom of God, 
and the higheſt veneration of men. 

But all objections may be filenced, in ſhew- 
ing that it affords a rich diſplay of divine per- 
fections. Here they all ſhine in unclouded 
glories, and with pleaſure we might trace them 
all through this ſtupendous work. But the 
time reſtricts us to thoſe mentioned in the 
text. To begin with the latter. We preach. 
Chriſt zhe wwr/dom of God. 

Both in the works of creation and redemp- 
tion, but a ſmall part of God's ways are known 
unto us : And yet when we contemplate the 
works of creation, the beauties of the earth be- 
neath, and the dazzling glories of the firma- 
ment on high ; when we behold vaſt orbs of 
light, launching through boundleſs fields of e- 
ther, and yet all moving in the moſt perfect 
harmony, in obedience to the high commands 
of Fehovah, what heart can fail to. adore, or 
what tongue to exclaim, How manifold are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty, in w ln haſt thou 
made them all ! 

But what wiſdom 1s diſplayed in the work 
of redemption ? Man in his eſtate of innocence 
was under a law, which had the ſanction of 
great penalties and great rewards. And after 
tranſgreſſion had taken place, the great queſti- 
on, Was, How can man be reſcued from his de- 


ſerved. 


E 


ſerved fate, in a way that ſhall ſecure the ho- 


nors of the divine character and government ? 
The truth and juſtice of God muſt be main- 


tained. Heaven and earth ſhall ſooner paſs a- 


way, than one jot or tittle of the law ſhall fail. 

To relax the penalty would deſtroy the reſpec- 
tability of the law; and yet to carry it into ex- 
ecution would fink man in perdition beyond 
the reach of hope or relief. In this alarming 
condition, no finite wiſdom could point out a 
way of relief; no created arm could work fal- 
vation. But behold ! the wiſdom of God hath 
provided a Mediator, who is mighty to ſave. 
Behold ! the Son of God ſteps forth in our be- 


half, Lo I come, in the volume of the book it ts. 


written of me. 

And if we trace the execution of this under- 
taking, what increaſing wonders meet our aſto- 
niſhed view ? What man or angel would have 
dared to frame the idea, that the Son of God, 


the King eternal, immortal and inviſible, ſhould 


become incarnate, and take upon him the form 
of a ſervant, that reparation might be made to 
the law in that nature which had tranſgreſſed ? 


That in human nature, he might make expia- 


tion for ſin, exhibit a perfect example of obedi- 
ence and virtue, and bring in everlaſting. righ- 
teouſneſs, as the foundation of our juſtification 
and acceptance with God ? What. manner of 
wiſdom as well as love is here? This is what 
angels deſire to look into. Well might the 
prophet ſtand aſtoniſhed at the diſtant wer: of 
| this: 
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this: Behold à virgin ſhall conceive, and bear 


a Son, and ſhall call bis name IMMANUEL. In 
this way the honors of the divine character and 
government may be ſecured, and yet ſinners ſa- 
ved. Mercy and truth are met together, righ- 
teouſneſs and peace have embraced each other. 
Unrivalled diſplays of wiſdom might be tra- 
ced in the hiſtory of our Saviour's life, ſuffer- 
ings, death and reſurrection. There was no- 
thing that his enemies had more at heart, than 
his crucifixion, hoping thereby to render abor- 
tive his great undertaking. But by the croſs 
Chriſt conquered his enemies with their own 
weapon, ſpoiled principalities and powers, and 
led captivity captive. No leſs illuſtrious are 
the diſplays of wiſdom in the particular appli- 
cation of the work of redemption to the fouls 


of men. Chriſt is made of God unto us wiſdom, 


righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and compleat redemp- 
tion. 4 

But after all our reſearches, the wiſdom of 
God in this great work will remain to our ſcan- 
ty underſtandings a fea without a ſhore. The 
Cherubims, which bowed their ſaces over the 
mercy- ſeat, were deſigned to teach us, that an- 


gels pry into theſe things with pleating admi- 


ration, and yet are never able fully to compre- 
hend them. What reaſon then have we to a- 
dopt thoſe words of the apoſtle, Vithout con- 
troverſy great is the miſtery of gedlineſs, God 
was maniſeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, 


ſeen 


— 
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feen of an gels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 


lievded on in the world, received up into glory. 


We preach Chriſt, not only the wiſdom of 


God, but he power of God. After his reſur- 


rection, our Saviour conſoled his mourning diſ- 


ciples with this declaration, All power is given 


unto me in heaven and in earth. Hence he 


ve this commiſſion unto them ; Go ye znto 


all the world, and preach the goſpel to evrey crea- 


ture ! And the glorious power and ſucceſs that 
ſhould crown their labors, and thoſe of their 
ſucceſſors, were repreſented to St. John in a 


viſion. Saith he, And I ſaw, and behold, a 
white horſe ; and he that ſat on him had a bow, 


and a crown was given unto him, and he went 


forth conquering and to conquer. And he*hath 


on his veſture, and on his thigh, a name written, 


King of kings, and Lord of lords. And I 


faw another angel fly in the midſt of heaven, 
having the everlaſting goſpel to preach unto them 


that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people. Although 


we would not preſume to ſay, that theſe paſſa- 


ges have already received their fulł accompliſh- 
ments, yet how remarkably did the ſucceſs 
that attended the firſt promulgation of the goſ- 
pel, anſwer to theſe ſublime deſcriptions * 
At the crucifixion of Jeſus, a thick and al- 
moſt impenetrable cloud hung over Zion: And 
well might the daughters thereof have hung 
their harps upon. the willows. The apoſtles 
emſel ves were ready to deſpond, ſaying, We 


truſted 


— 
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truſted i it had been he, which ſhould have redeem- 
ed Iſrael. After he roſe and aſcended, the world 


(which was the field of their labours) lay be- 
tore them in wickedneſs, impregnated with 
principles of hoſtility to the goſpel. They were 
unlearned, and had to encounter, not only great 
and ane a. nations, but all their violent 


prejudices, all their ſyſtems of philoſophy, ido- 


latry and falſe religion, which had now receiv- 
ed the ſanction of a long eſtabliſnment. Under 
theſe circumſtances, to all human appearance, 
they had nothing to look for but the total ru- 


in of their cauſe. 


But on the day of Pentecoſt, endowed with 
power from on high, they began to preach the 


goſpel, and things ſoon put on a different ap- 
pearance. There were at that time dwelling at 


Jeruſalem, ſtrangers from almoſt every nation. 
Now when all theſe heard the apoſtles ſpeak, 
each one in his own tongue, they were aſto- 
niſhed, and convinced; and many thouſands of 
them believed. This opened a door for the 
promulgation of divine truth among all thoſe 
nations to which they belonged. 

So rapid was the ſpread of the goſpel, that it 
is faid, within about thirty years after our Sa- 
viour's crucifixion, it was diffuſed, not only 


cover the greateit part of the Rh em- 


pire, but had reached as far as Parthia and India, 

ſome thouſand miles from Jerufalem. Well 
might the apoſtle ſay, The weapons of cur war- 
tare 


- 


(6). 


tre are not carnal, but mighty through Got 


to the pulling down of ſirong holds, cafting 


down imaginations, and every hgh thing, that 


exalteth itfelf againſi the bega of Goa, and 
bringeth mto captroity every thought to the 6s © 


bedience of Chriſt. The apoſtle id not here 
make an empty flouriſh with his weapons, 
without having tried their ſtrength. Cloath- 
ed with this divine armour, the ſhield of faith 
and the ſword of the ſpirit, the apoſtles took 
the field, and became truly ſons of thunder, 
before whom no oppoſition could ſtand. 
Hiſtorians have exhauſted their pens to ce- 
lebrate the victories of the Alexanders and Cz- 
fars, which were but bubbles of a day. But 
what tongue can expreſs the ſolid victories and 
triumphs of the word of God ? Carnal warri- 
ors have led ſome few vanquiſhed princes after 
their chariots, to grace their triumphs. But 


what mighty nations have been ſeen following 


the banner of the church, to celebrate the tri- 
umphs of redeeming love? who were led, not 
in chains and fetters, as condemned priſoners 
to the place of execution; but like Mordecai 
the Jew, with crowns and diadems upon their 
heads. So great has been the power of the goſ- 
pet that kings and queens, who were full of 
aughtineſs and pride, have been brought to 
ſtoop from their thrones, and caſt themſelves at 
the feet of Him who reigns king in Zion, eſ- 
teeming it a greater honor. to. be ſervants and 
ſubjects 
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( 15 ) 
fubjects in his kingdom, than to rule over the 


_ faireſt kingdoms among men. 


The early progreſs of the goſpel alarmed its 
enemies throughout all the Roman empire. 
That empire was repreſented in Daniel's viſi- 
on by the fourth beaſt, iC was dreadful and 
terrible, and ſtrong exceedingly ; ; Which had great 
iron teeth, and devoured and brake in pieces. 

It had overrun many other · kingdoms, and ex- 
tended itſelf almoſt to the bounds of the then 
known world. Now upon the promulgation 
of the goſpel within its bounds, that vaſt em- 
pire, in its higheſt pitch of glory, even in the 
Auguſtan age, roſe up in arms to extinguiſh 
the chriſtian name. But the heralds of the 
goſpel ſuſtained the ſhock, in a manner that 
plainly ſhewed that God was with them. With- 
out any arms in their hands, without any ſhield 
but the croſs, they not only ſtood their ground, 

but prevailed ; ſo that in a few centuries, that 


great empire was brought to change its gods, 


and embrace the chriſtian faith. 

This remarkable event, effected by means ſo 
extraordinary, I think forms an epocha in the 
hiſtory of men, which admits of no parallel ei- 
ther from ancient or modern times, and is a 
plain proof that we preach Chri i/t the power K 
God. 

Should it be objected, that the ſpread of the 
Mahometan religion was equally rapid and 
powerful; the anſwer is moſt clear. The 
ipread of that religion is to be accounted for 
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upon the fame principles that account for the 


rapid victories of the Grecian hero. Means 
were employed adequate to the effects produc- 
ed. It was propagated by the power of the 
ſword. The Saracens held out to the nations 


conquered by their arms, the alcoran in one 


hand, and the ſword in the other; and thaſe 
who refuſed to pay their homage to the former, 
were doomed to receive their ſpeedy fate from 
the latter. But the Chriſtians were ſo far from 


having recourſe to the ſword, that they gave 


themſelves up as ſheep to the ſlaughter; like 
their Maſter, by bleeding and dying, they con- 
quered and triumphed. 

Methinks we need look no further than our 
own land, for proofs of the power of the goſ- 
pel. But about a century and an half ago, this 
land was a kingdom of darkneſs, filled with 
naked ſavages, the worſhippers of demons. 
Here ſatan had held his reign for ages. But 
where now is this kingdom of darkneſs ? It is 


chaſed away before the light of the goſpel, as 


the ſhadows of thenight before the light of the 
morning ſun. Where altars were lately erect- 
ed to the prince of darkneſs, we now behold 
temples reared to the honor of the living God : 
And where once human victims were offered, 
and the horrid and gloomy rites of idolatry 
were performed, we now hear hoſannas to the 
Son of David. ons 
But before all other things, the power of 
the goſpel is ſeen in its effects upon the hearts 
and 


„ 


and diſpoſitions of men. To change the very 


nature of men, to take away the heart of ſtone, 


and give an heart of fleſh, is the ſole preroga- 
tive of the goſpel of Chriſt. Falſe religion can 
lay no claim to this power. Not all the ſyſ- 
tems of idolatry and falſe religion in the uni- 
verſe can regenerate one ſoul into a participa- 
tion of the Divine Image. But by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, which accompanies the goſpel, multi- 


tudes in every age have been brought, not only 


to change their name and profeſſion, but their 
very hearts, their lives and converſation. Sin- 
ners of all deſcriptions have felt the transform- 
ing power of divine truth. Violent and fan- 
guinary perſecutors, who were breathing noth- 
ing but threatnings and ſlaughter to the church, 

have been ſuddenly diveſted of the heart of ti- 
gers, and cloathed with the diſpoſition of lambs. 

Even thoſe who have been proof againſt all o- 
ther means, upon whom the prayers and tears 
of parents and friends could make no impreſſion, 
have often been arreſted in their mad career of 
wickedneſs, and brought to throw themſelves 
as blanks at the feet of the croſs, prepared to re- 
ceive any inſcription from ſovereign grace, ſay- 
ing, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do © Thus 
have they been made, not only good members 
of ſociety, but meet ſubjects to inherit eternal 


life. Saith the apoſtle to the Corinthians, 1ſt. 


Epiſtle, vi. 9, 10, 11. Know ye not that the un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God? 
Be e not-decerved ;. neither fornicators, nor dola- 


fers, 


— —— 
C , 
— * > 


- _ — 2 — 08 MF, - W * r 8 
— — — 2 — - 2 pp” — — — 2 
: N * * 5 7 7 1 obs, "2.9, of | 
Koch Adis — Tons > FC : A 
— 2 


1 


ters, nor adulterers, nor effemmate, nor abuſers 
of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor- 
tioners ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. And 


ſuch were ſome of you; FR ye are waſhed, but 


| 2 are ſanci bed but ye are juſtified in the name 


of the | 2m 'Teſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
Mankind, in their natural eſtate, are repreſent- 
ed as bein g dead in treſpaſſes and fins, led captive 
by ſatan at his pleaſure. But when Chriſt Je- 
ſus comes to them in the power of his word, 
he knocks off their chains ; brings them out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light ; and from 
the houſe of bondage, to enjoy the moſt enlarg- 
ed freedom of the ſons of God. 

A ſtill more viſible diſplay of the power of 


the word of God we are taught to look for in 


that happy age, when the lion ſhall eat ſtraw 
like the ox, and the wolf ſhall dwell with the 
lamb. When the moſt hoſtile natures ſhall be 
reconciled, and dwell together in the utmoſt 
harmony and peace—When the poor heathen 
from America, and the dreary deſerts of Africa, 
ſhall come to Mount-Zion with ſongs and e- 
verlaſting joy upon their heads, and the whole 
earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord—But I deſiſt. Thus we preach Chriſt 

the _ of God, and the wiſdom of God. 
n the review of the ſubject you will antici- 
ate. me in obſerving, that it may ſerve to e- 
ſtabliſh and confirm our faith in the goſpel of 
Chriſt. He hath left us a precious promiſe 
that 
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that hs gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt 
it. And when we takea view of the church 


wading through bloody perſecutions, and ſur- 


mounting all oppoſition, it affords conviction 
that it reſts upon an arm that is almighty to 
fave. Every thing that reſts upon an arm of 
fleſh is fading and tranſitory in its nature. The 
moſt brilliant productions of genius, the moſt 
ſtable monuments of human art and power, are 
all ſwept away before the hand of time. The 
great and powerful kingdoms of the world have 
their riſe and fall. Having reached their me- 
tidian, they fall into decay, and upon their ru- 
ins other kingdoms ariſe. But the kingdom of 
Chriſt ſurvives them all. Borne up in an ark 
of ſafety, it rides over the tumultuous ſcene, 
and beholds the changes, revolutions and cataſ- 
trophies, which are paſſing over the kingdoms 
of this world, without any hazard of participat- 
ing in their fate. This kingdom then 1s built 
upon other foundations, and is not of this 
world. We have this regst ure in earthen veſ- 


fels, that the excellency of the power may be of 


God, and not of us. 


I might obſerve, that this ſubject calls upon 
our hearts to celebrate the praiſes of redeeming 
love—That it adminiſters great terror to ſin- 
ners, and at the ſame time opens animating and. 
glorious proſpects to the righteous. But leav- 
ing theſe, with many other particulars, to your 
private improvement, we proceed to the addreſſ- 
es uſual on ſuch occations. 


Firſt, 


[i 1 ( 22 7 
Firſt, To the PAS TOR ELECT. | 
Dear Out, 


As T have had the direction of your early ſtu- 
| ies, I ſhall lay aſide all the reſtraints and forma- 


| lities of a ſtranger, and give vent for a mo- 
it ment to the effuſions of undiſſembled affection. 
After the great breach that was made in 
this church, by the removal of its late worthy 
paſtor, upon inquiry, who ſhall go and ſpeak 
unto this people ? With joy we behold you 
this day ſtanding forth before God and this aſ- 
ſembly, faying, ſend me. And we with you, 
we pray you, God ſpeed. Von are now to be 
inducted into the office ofa biſhop in the church 
of the living God. This is not only a good, 
but an honorable work: In this you will be 
employed a co-worker with a long liſt of pro- 
phets, apoſtles, paſtors and teachers, who have 
thone as the lights of the world, and the excel- 
lent of the earth : yea, a co-worker with the 
holy angels, and with Jeſus Chriſt. Having 
ſuch illuſtrious examples before your eyes, you 
will gird up the loins of your mind, run and 
not be weary. 

In this undertaking, your great work will 
be, to ſave yourſelf and them that hear you. 
Can any other work be of equal Importance ? 
What would it profit a man, tf he ſhould gain 
the whole world, and Iofe his own foul? Even 
the heart of an apoſtle was ready to fink un- 
der the weight of this charge, faying, Th 7 is 
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Not a ſtranger to the anxieties that hang a- 
bout your heart, I would not enlarge upon the 
greatneſs of your work, but ſuggeſt a word for 
your encouragement and relief. To this great 
work, much wiſdom and ſtrength are neceſſary, 
and you know where to go for them. We 
preach Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſdom 
of God. You lack wiſdom ; aſk it of him who 
giveth liberally and upbraideth not. You need 
grace and ſtrength. ; go to him who hath ſaid, 
All power is given unto me, in heaven and in 
earth. You will look to him for all that you 
need, for all that you hope for ; and he hath 


ſaid, My grace ſhall be ſufficient for you; Lo, I 


am with you alway, even to the end. 
That your labours may be crowned with ſuc- 


ceſs, you will make the example of Jeſus Chriſt 
your ſtudy and your pattern. 


Like him you 
will be engaged about your Father's work, and 
animated to work while it is day, becauſe the 
night cometh. Having all pride hidden from 
your eyes, you will be humble, meek and holy; 
not thinking it too much to condeſcend to men 


of low degree, and even to bow down as upon 


your knees before ſinners, praying them in 
Chriſt's ſtead to be reconcited unto God ; for 
you know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
how from the throne of the univerſe he humbled 
himſelf to the form of a ſervant, and came into 
the world, not to be miniſtred unto, but to 
miniſter. Should it be your unhappineſs to 


find any your enemies, becauſe you have told 
| | ED them 
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them the truth, when you are reviled revile not 


again, but rather ſeek to conquer their enmity 


with your love and your prayers. Let the ſo- 
lemn day of accounts, and the glorious award 
of the good and faithful ſervant lie with ſuita- 
ble weight upon your mind. | 

Again, that your work may be eaſy and de- 


lightiome to yourſelf, you will perform it in 


love. Jacob eſteemed a fourteen years ſervice 


but light and eaſy, for one whom he loved. 


And if you have a ſupreme love for your Saviour 
and your people, you will be willing to ſpend 
and be ſpent in their ſervice. It will render 
light and eaſy all the painful labours, watch- 
ings, temptations and trials of the goſpel miniſ- 
try. This our Saviour inſiſted upon with Pe- 
ter, as a neceſſary qualification in all thoſe who 
would aſſume the office of feeding his ſheep 
and lambs : Simon, ſen of Jonas, loveſt thou 


me? Were the fame queſtion put to you, we 


truſt you might in ſome good meaſure anſwer as 
he did'; Yea, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, 
thou knoweſt that I love thee. Then let it be 
manifeſted by feeding his ſheep and lambs, 
which are the price of his blood. And my 
beloved friend, methinks your heart can't but 
expand with compaſſion and love for immor- 
tal fouls, when you behold them ſtanding on 
the verge of eternity, and there hanging upon 
your lips for the word and bread of life ; for 
inſtruction how they may make a leap from 

this 
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this vale of tears up into Abraham's: boſom. 
And we ardently with your exertions of love 
may be crowned with ſucceſs. _ 

As the patriarch Jacob returned into the 
earthly Canaan greatly multiplied and greatly 
bleſſed, fo when your labours are at an end, 

may you be admitted into the heavenly Canaan 
with a train following; and if it be aſked, who 


| are theſe ? May your anſwer be, theſe are the 


children, which God hath graciouſly given me. 
in that day, may you be admitted to participate 
n the honors that await thoſe that turn many 
o righteouſneſs, of ſhining as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, and as ſtars for ever and ever. 

A ſhort addreſs to the church and fociety i in 
this place will relieve your patience. 

My beloved friends and neighbours. But a 
few days ago, many of us were aſſembled in 
this houſe of prayer, with you to weep, and 


mourn and pray, on account of the tranſlation 


of your late aged, laborious and faithful Paſtor ;* 
whoſe praiſes live among the churches, and 
whoſe name is embalmed in the hearts of all 
thoſe, who knew his worth, his extenſive eru- 
dition, his meekneſs, his fervent piety, his per- 
ſevering fidelity to his God and his people, and 
his well grounded peace and ſerenity of mind, 
when his aged was come: Every beholder | 
| D wiſhed 


The Rev'd wines! Top, who died February 24th, 2797, in 
the 78th year of his age, and in the 52th of his miniſtry, 
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withed to die the death of the righteous, and to 
have his laſt end be like his. And now, while 
the tears are ſcarce wiped from your eyes, ano- 
ther paſtor is ready to be ſet over you, to break 
unto you the bread of life. Therefore you will 
permit us this day with you to king and 
found the organ of praiſe. 

'The great Shepherd of Iſrael hath been 
| pleaſed to preſerve you in your broken ſtate, 
from being ſcattered as ſheep that have no ſhep- 
herd, and to lead you with an honorable unani- 
mity to the choice of one to be ſet over you, 
who is ſo acceptable to his brethren, and whom 
_ your aſcending Elijah pointed out to receive 
his mantle. The hand of Divine Providence 
you will trace with adoring gratitude and 
thankfulneſs of mind. 

This man of your choice now ſtands before 
you ready to devote himſelf, his life, his talents 
and his all to your ſervice. The ſolemn charge 
you will ſoon hear given unto him. And may 
I not firſt charge you before God and the holy 
angels, that you receive him as -an aſcenſion 
gift from the great Head of the church—that 
you love him, attend to his miniſtrations, ſup- 
port him, and pray for him. It is an apoſtolic 
exhortation, Brethren, pray for us. He will 
come to you with the treaſure of the goſpel of 
reconciliation. But remember, you have this 
treaſure in an earthen veſſel, which may caſily 
be broken "_— and crumbled i into duſt. This 

may 


A -&t WH Fr. — © Tio @ ++% 


=> 


Ed 


( 27 ) 
may be done by a negle& of his labours, and 
ill treatment of his perſon. Let every one 
guard againſt a falſe ambition of rendering him- 
ſelf important, by involving his paſtor or 
church in needleſs trouble. When a faith - 
ful miniſter of Chriſt meets with ſuch uſage 
from his people, whom he loves and prays for, 
his heart will bleed of a thoufand inward 
wounds. Vet this is what will ſometimes take 
place, for the ſervant is not exalted above his 
Lord. But we are perſuaded better things of 
you, brethren, though I thus ſpeak. Under 
the miniſtry of your expected paſtor, you hope 
to be formed with your children for the heaven- 
ly world. Therefore ſtrengthen his hands, and 
encourage his heart. This you will do by at- 
tending to his public labours. Of all the 
means of falvation a preached goſpel is the 
chief. It hath pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of = 
preaching to ſave them that believe Therefore 
faith Moſes, Set your hearts unto all the words 
which I teſtiſ among you this day, for it is not a 
vain thing for you, becauſe it is your life. A ne- 
elect of divine ordinances is a faſhionable evil 
at the preſent day; which ariſes, either from 
2 ſtupid inattention to the utility of the goſpel 
both to the preſent and future intereſts of men; 
or from an itching defire always to hear ſome- 
thing new. As to thoſe of the latter deſcrip- 
tion, it is impoſſible for the moſt ſhining geni- 
us, added to the moſt intenſe application, to feed 
them 
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them always with food adapted to their taſte, 
to ſecure their conſtant attendance, or to keep 
come up to this houſe of prayer with an 
expectation of hearing your teacher always ſpeak 
as never man ſpake. You will deſire nothing 
but the yncere mill of the word, and ſeek no o- 
ther doctrine than that which engroſſed an a. 
poſtles labours, Chriſt Feſtus, and him crucified, 
And may you fo hear, and ſo receive the truth, 
in the love of it, as finally to receive the 
end of your faith, and the end of our preach- 
ing, even the ſalvation of your ſouls. 

In one word, from the folemn' tranſactions 
of this day, we may all ſee, that though mi- 
niſters and chriſtians die, the church lives, 

In a few days this numerous aſſembly will 
be gathered unto a far greater congregation, 
But the church will ſurvive, and will continue, 
until the angel of God ſhall ſummon the 
whole world to appear before the dread tri- 
bunal of the Great Day. Then all the true 
members of the church ſhall be gathered in 
from al: denominations, and from every na- 
tion and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and join in the inceſſant praiſes of redeeming 
love ; while all its enemies ſhall be ſhut out; 
in outer darkneſs, without a beam of light, 
or hope, to diſpel the gloom. 25 

Are theſe objects of our faith? What a ſacred 
ambition then ſhould it awaken within us, to 

join 


ſacred 
us, to 
join 
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join with God's people in this world, that we 


may ſhare wich them in the glories of another ? 
Let i: be the ſummit of our hearts' deſire, to 


be dorn in Zion, and to have our names writ- 
ten in the Lamb's book of life. And final- 
ly may we all join with the general aſſembly and 
church of the firſt-born, in ſurrounding the 
throne of God, with harps and golden vials 


in our hands, ſaying, Bleſſing, and honor, and 


glory, and power be unto Him that fitteth up- 
on the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 


ever. : 
AME N. 
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